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Christmas in Sudan, written by Owrshalim 

Christmas in Sudan is the most beautiful event that none of the Sudanese 
living around the world can forget. On the evening before Christmas, be-
lievers spend all night meditating in God's love then in the morning at-
tend Christmas mass. On Christmas, various churches worship together. 
Many programs are done including drama and competitions among 
choirs. Each choir wears a different uniform and this will tell how many 
churches are participating. Sometimes the celebration goes from 10am 
to 10pm and it's all done with love and unity.  Leaders will even rent 
transportation for people who live far away to make sure everyone who 
is interested can get there. 

Christmas in Sudan is considered the day of renewing of everything. The exchange of gifts is not that common 
among Sudanese, but families and neighbors do visit each other and spend time together.  People might just 
get 1 or 2 days off for Christmas but the celebration continues to the end of the year. Every family gets ready 
by cleaning the house, sometimes changing furniture, and kids are the happiest because most get to wear 
new clothes once every year, and it happens at Christmas. 
 

Christmas in El Salvador, written by Eduardo 

We in El Salvador put family first during Christmas celebrations. Family 
gatherings begin at 7pm. People bring many fireworks which are mostly 
lit around midnight on Christmas day, celebrating the birth of Jesus. 

Friends drop in to spread good wishes and are invited to stay for dinner. 
Strangers can even just stop in as Salvadorans are extremely hospitable. 
Dinner times will likely be at 11pm or 1am, surrounding the Christmas 
Mass which begins at midnight. Just before everyone leaves, tradition is 
to place the Baby Jesus figure, which is part of the Nativity Scene, under the Christmas tree. The Nativity Sce-
ne may be set under the tree a month before, but the figure is not placed until after midnight because Christ is 
now born. 

Christmas in Bangladesh, written by Claudia 

In Bangladesh, Christmas is known as 'Borodin', which means 'the big 
day' in the Bengali language. Usually Christians attend morning mass 
services, however, Christmas midnight church services are also popular. 
Bengali Christians say “Shubho Boro Din”, which means “Merry Christ-
mas”. Churches are decorated with lights and candles. Also, Bangladeshi 
Christians decorate their houses with Christmas trees and several types 
of ornamentation. 

Most families spend Christmas Eve together exchanging gifts, visiting 
places, eating traditional Bengali food and singing Christmas carols—
“kirtan.” Usually kirtan is performed by a singer who leads the song and everyone follows. Bangladesh has lots 
of unique traditional Christmas foods. On Christmas morning, people eat cakes, pitha (sweet rice cake), paes 
(rice pudding) and semai. For lunch and dinner, people have meals that include mutton, chicken, pork, beef, 
and vegetable curries with rice. Christmas is a holiday that is commemorated with love, joy and sharing. 
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A Gift for our King  by Pastor Fred 

When did the giving of gifts at Christmas begin? My internet search revealed 
that it is commonly understood to have begun with the wise men giving gifts 
to Jesus (Matthew 12:1-12). Whether, or not, that’s the most accurate answer, 
I like it. 

These noble and influential wise men went on a long, dusty journey to see the 
fulfillment of the Hebrew prophecy about a Messiah. When they found the 
baby Messiah, they worshipped him and they gave gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh—gifts fit for a King. 

I wonder what Jesus and his lowly parents did with those valuable gifts. Were 
those generous presents the first mission gifts in support of the spread of his 
Good News? Maybe the value of the gifts helped the family to travel hastily 
down to Egypt, and then to Nazareth in Galilee. Though I think Jesus already 
had his divine wisdom without the help of good education funded by the wise 
men, I imagine their gifts helped provide for some of his upbringing, including 
his physical needs.  

I appreciate the example of the wise men worshipping God the Son and giving 
him gifts! Having now worked for non-profit Gospel ministries for over sixteen 
years, I appreciate people’s worship of God, including through their gifts, 
which ultimately go to the King, Jesus Christ! That said, yes, New Roots Minis-
try would be blessed if you would direct a gift to the King’s work done 
here. In part, I see gifts given to New Roots Ministry as having a multiplier-
effect; through our Timothy Leadership Training, and through equipping im-
migrants who are often motivated and who sometimes are starting their own 
non-profit Gospel ministries in the U.S. and in their home countries, we seek 
to help them thrive. As they often already have a solid understanding of peo-
ple of other religions, as they have first hand knowledge and experience of the 
world, and as they often have personal passion for world missions, your sup-
port becomes multiplied. 

Thank-you for your support of God’s King-dom work, if not at New Roots 
Ministry, in other fine places. We pray for God’s blessing upon you and your 
loved ones! We wish on you a blessed year 2017!  

 

 

*Pictured RIght - At most 
of New Roots speaking op-
portunities, a person of an-
other country shares the 
microphone with us. Alex 
shared about the ministry 
that he and his wife have 
started in their home coun-
try of Ethiopia.  
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* Pictured Below - Blandina and 

William, originally of South Su-

dan, are co-pastors. They com-

pleted the "Praising God in Work 

and Worship" course of Timothy 

Leadership Training Institute, 

which is one step closer to gradu-

ating from the program.  


